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AVMENDMENTS TO THE SOLI Cl TATI ON

1. The cl ause entitled "I NSTRUCTI ONS TO OFFERORS- COVPETI Tl VE ACQUI SI TI ON
(FAR 52.215-1) (OCT 1997)" is hereby incorporated in full text as follows:

(a) Definitions. As used in this provision- Discussions are
negoti ati ons that occur after establishnent of the conpetitive range that may,
at the Contracting Officer’s discretion, result in the offeror being allowed
to revise its proposal

In witing or witten nmeans any worded or numbered expression which can
be read, reproduced, and | ater comruni cated, and includes electronically
transmtted and stored information.

Proposal nodification is a change nade to a proposal before the
solicitation’'s closing date and time, or made in response to an amendnent, or
made to correct a mstake at any tinme before award.

Proposal revision is a change to a proposal nade after the solicitation
closing date, at the request of or as allowed by a Contracting Officer as the
result of negotiations.

Time, if stated as a nunmber of days, is calcul ated using cal endar days,

unl ess ot herwi se specified, and will include Saturdays, Sundays, and |ega
hol i days. However, if the last day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or |ega
hol i day, then the period shall include the next working day.

(b) Amendnents to solicitations. |If this solicitation is anended, al

terms and conditions that are not anended remai n unchanged. O ferors shal
acknow edge recei pt of any anendnment to this solicitation by the date and tine
specified in the amendnent(s).

(c) Submission, nodification, revision, and w thdrawal of proposals.
(1) Unless other nethods (e.g., electronic comerce or facsinile) are
permtted in the solicitation, proposals and nodifications to proposals shal
be subnmitted in paper nedia in seal ed envel opes or packages (l) addressed to
the office specified in the solicitation, and (ii) showing the time and date
specified for receipt, the solicitation nunber, and the nane and address of
the offeror. Oferors using commercial carriers should ensure that the
proposal is marked on the outernost w apper with the information in paragraphs
(c)(1) (1) and (c)(1)(ii) of this provision.

(2) The first page of the proposal nust show
(1) The solicitation nunber;

(ii) The name, address, and tel ephone and facsinmle nunbers of the
of feror (and el ectronic address if avail abl e);

(iii) A statement specifying the extent of agreenent with all terns,
conditions, and provisions included in the solicitation and agreenent to
furnish any or all itens upon which prices are offered at the price set
opposite each item

Page 2 of 19



PR- R4- 98-10471/ 0001

(iv) Nanmes, titles, and tel ephone and facsinmle numbers (and el ectronic
addresses if avail able) of persons authorized to negotiate on the offeror’s
behal f with the Government in connection with this solicitation; and

(v) Nane, title, and signature of person authorized to sign the
proposal . Proposals signed by an agent shall be acconpani ed by evi dence of
that agent's authority, unless that evidence has been previously furnished to
the issuing office.

(3) Late proposals and revisions. (1) Any proposal received at the
of fice designated in the solicitation after the exact time specified for
recei pt of offers will not be considered unless it is received before award is
made and-

(A) It was sent by registered or certified mail not later than the fifth
cal endar day before the date specified for receipt of offers (e.g., an offer
submitted in response to a solicitation requiring receipt of offers by the
20t h of the nonth nmust have been nmailed by the 15th);

(B) It was sent by mail (or telegramor facsimle, if authorized) or
hand-carried (including delivery by a comrercial carrier) if it is determnined
by the Governnent that the late receipt was due primarily to Governnent
m shandl i ng after receipt at the Governnent installation

(© It was sent by U S. Postal Service Express Mail Next Day
Service-Post Office to Addressee, not later than 5:00 p.m at the place of
mai |l i ng two working days prior to the date specified for receipt of proposals.
The term "wor ki ng days" excludes weekends and U.S. Federal holidays;

(D) It was transmtted through an el ectronic comrerce nethod authorized
by the solicitation and was received at the initial point of entry to the
Government infrastructure not later than 5:00 p.m one working day prior to
the date specified for receipt of proposals; or

(E) There is acceptable evidence to establish that it was received at
the activity designated for receipt of offers and was under the Government's
control prior to the tine set for receipt of offers, and the Contracting
O ficer determ nes that accepting the late offer would not unduly delay the
procurement; or

(F) It is the only proposal received.

(ii) Any nodification or revision of a proposal or response to request
for information, including any final proposal revision, is subject to the sane
conditions as in subparagraphs (c¢)(3)(1)(A) through (c)(3)(1)(E) of this
provi si on.

(iii) The only acceptable evidence to establish the date of nmailing of a
| ate proposal or nodification or revision sent either by registered or
certified mail is the U S. or Canadian Postal Service postmark both on the
envel ope or wrapper and on the original receipt fromthe U S. or Canadi an
Postal Service. Both postmarks nust show a | egible date or the proposal
response to a request for information, or nodification or revision shall be
processed as if mailed |ate. "Postnmark" means a printed, stanped, or otherw se
pl aced i npressi on (exclusive of a postage neter machine inpression) that is
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readily identifiable without further action as having been supplied and
af fi xed by enpl oyees of the U S. or Canadian Postal Service on the date of
mai |l i ng. Therefore, offerors or respondents should request the postal clerk to
pl ace a | egi bl e hand cancellation bull's eye postmark on both the recei pt and
t he envel ope or w apper.

(iv) Acceptable evidence to establish the tine of receipt at the
Government installation includes the time/date stanp of that installation on
t he proposal w apper, other docunentary evidence of receipt maintained by the
installation, or oral testinony or statenments of Government personnel

(v) The only acceptable evidence to establish the date of mailing of a
|ate offer, nodification or revision, or withdrawal sent by Express Mil Next
Day Service-Post Office to Addressee is the date entered by the post office
receiving clerk on the "Express Mail Next Day Service-Post Ofice to
Addr essee" | abel and the postmark on both the envel ope or wrapper and on the
original receipt fromthe U S. Postal Service. "Postmark" has the same meaning
as defined in paragraph (c)(3)(iii) of this provision, excluding postmarks of
t he Canadi an Postal Service. Therefore, offerors or respondents should
request the postal clerk to place a | egible hand cancellation bull's eye
postmark on both the recei pt and the envel ope or w apper.

(vi) Notwithstandi ng paragraph (c)(3)(l) of this provision, a late
nodi fication or revision of an otherw se successful proposal that makes its
terms nore favorable to the Government will be considered at any time it is
recei ved and nay be accepted.

(vii) Proposals may be withdrawn by witten notice or tel egram
(including mailgran) received at any tine before award. |If the solicitation
aut horizes facsinmile proposals, proposals may be withdrawn via facsinmle
received at any tine before award, subject to the conditions specified in the
provision entitled "Facsimle Proposals." Proposals may be withdrawn in
person by an offeror or an authorized representative, if the representative's
identity is made known and the representative signs a receipt for the proposa
bef ore award.

(viii) If an energency or unanticipated event interrupts normal
Government processes so that proposals cannot be received at the office
desi gnated for recei pt of proposals by the exact tine specified in the
solicitation, and urgent Government requirenents preclude anendnment of the
solicitation or other notice of an extension of the closing date, the tine
specified for receipt of proposals will be deemed to be extended to the sane
time of day specified in the solicitation on the first work day on which
normal Governnent processes resune. |If no time is specified in the
solicitation, the time for receipt is 4:30 p.m, local time, for the
desi gnat ed Gover nnent office.

(4) Unless otherw se specified in the solicitation, the offeror may
propose to provide any item or conbination of itens.

(5) Proposals subnmitted in response to this solicitation shall be in
English and in U S. dollars, unless otherwise pernmtted by the solicitation.

(6) Oferors may subnit nodifications to their proposals at any tine
before the solicitation closing date and time, and may subnit nodifications in
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response to an amendnent, or to correct a nmistake at any time before award.

(7) Oferors may submt revised proposals only if requested or allowed
by the Contracting O ficer.

(8) Proposals may be withdrawn at any tine before award. Wt hdrawal s
are effective upon receipt of notice by the Contracting O ficer.

(d) Ofer expiration date. Proposals in response to this solicitation
will be valid for the nunber of days specified on the solicitation cover sheet
(unless a different period is proposed by the offeror).

(e) Restriction on disclosure and use of data. Offerors that include in
their proposals data that they do not want disclosed to the public for any
purpose, or used by the Government except for evaluation purposes, shall-

(1) Mark the title page with the follow ng | egend: This proposa
i ncl udes data that shall not be disclosed outside the Governnent and shall not
be duplicated, used, or disclosed-in whole or in part-for any purpose other
than to evaluate this proposal. |If, however, a contract is awarded to this
offeror as a result of-or in connection with-the subnission of this data, the
Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the
extent provided in the resulting contract. This restriction does not limt
the Government's right to use information contained in this data if it is
obt ai ned from anot her source without restriction. The data subject to this
restriction are contained in sheets [insert nunbers or other identification of
sheets]; and

(2) Mark each sheet of data it wishes to restrict with the follow ng
| egend: Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is subject to the
restriction on the title page of this proposal

(f) Contract award. (1) The CGovernnent intends to award a contract or
contracts resulting fromthis solicitation to the responsible offeror(s) whose
proposal (s) represents the best value after evaluation in accordance with the
factors and subfactors in the solicitation.

(2) The CGovernnent may reject any or all proposals if such action is in
the Governnent’s interest.

(3) The CGovernnent may waive informalities and minor irregularities in
proposal s recei ved.

(4) The CGovernnent intends to eval uate proposals and award a contract
wi t hout di scussions with offerors (except clarifications as described in FAR
15.306(a)). Therefore,the offeror?s initial proposal should contain the
offeror’'s best ternms froma cost or price and technical standpoint. The
Government reserves the right to conduct discussions if the Contracting
Oficer later determines themto be necessary. |f the Contracting Oficer
determ nes that the nunber of proposals that would otherw se be in the
conpetitive range exceeds the number at which an efficient conpetition can be
conducted, the Contracting Officer may linmt the nunber of proposals in the
conpetitive range to the greatest nunber that will permt an efficient
conpetition anmong the nost highly rated proposals.
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(5) The Governnent reserves the right to make an award on any item for
a quantity less than the quantity offered, at the unit cost or prices offered,
unl ess the offeror specifies otherwise in the proposal

(6) The Governnent reserves the right to nake nultiple awards if, after
considering the additional administrative costs, it is in the Government’s
best interest to do so.

(7) Exchanges with offerors after receipt of a proposal do not
constitute a rejection or counteroffer by the Government.

(8) The Governnent may deternine that a proposal is unacceptable if the
prices proposed are materially unbal anced between Iine itens or subline itemns.
Unbal anced pricing exists when, despite an acceptable total evaluated price,
the price of one or nore contract line items is significantly overstated or
understated as indicated by the application of cost or price analysis
techni ques. A proposal may be rejected if the Contracting Oficer deternines
that the lack of bal ance poses an unacceptable risk to the Governnent.

(9) If a cost realismanalysis is performed, cost realismmy be
consi dered by the source selection authority in evaluating performnce or
schedul e ri sk.

(10) A written award or acceptance of proposal nailed or otherw se
furni shed to the successful offeror within the time specified in the proposa
shall result in a binding contract without further action by either party.

(11) The Government may disclose the following information in postaward
debriefings to other offerors:

(1) The overall evaluated cost or price and technical rating of the
successful offeror;

(ii) The overall ranking of all offerors, when any ranking was devel oped
by the agency during source selection,;

(iii) A summary of the rationale for award; and
(iv) For acquisitions of commercial itens, the nake and nodel of the

itemto be delivered by the successful offeror.

2. The clause entitled "I NSTRUCTI ONS FOR THE PREPARATI ON OF TECHNI CAL AND
COST OR PRI CI NG PROPOSALS (EPAAR 1552.215-73) (AUG 1993)" has been nodifi ed.
The text is as follows:
(a) Technical proposal instructions:

(1) Submit your technical proposal as a separate part of the tota
proposal package. Orit all cost or pricing details fromthe technica
proposal

(2) Special technical proposal instructions:
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O ferors are required to subnit a technical proposal addressing
each of the followi ng Technical Evaluation Criteria.

A.  Understandi ng of Key Concepts
1. Under st andi ng of NEPA, and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act:

The offeror shall denmonstrate an understandi ng of the NEPA process and shal
denonstrate a worki ng knowl edge of applicable procedures, policies,

| egi sl ation, regulations, terns and concepts for the preparation of nulti
program El S's and Section 309 reviews.

The offeror's understanding of the NEPA, process should be denonstrated by

di scussi ng EPA/ NEPA responsi bilities, conpliance procedures, role of the

of feror, roles of the affected parties. The di scussion should include a
description of the relation of "functional equival ence" in the RCRA and
Superfund prograns to the NEPA process. Also, the offeror shall address EPA's
responsi bilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act to review and comrent
on maj or federal actions.

2. Denonstrate inpacts of mning, urbanization, and comrercia
devel opnent on sensitive resources such as ground and surface water, water
quality including nutrients, pollutants, wetlands, flood plains, terrestrial
mari ne and freshwater organisns, wildlife and habitat evaluation, and
mtigation of their inpacts.

3. Denonstrated Experience with and Understandi ng of Public
Partici pation:

The offeror shall denmonstrate its experience with and understandi ng of the
devel opnent of public participation prograns and the offeror's understanding
of the applicable EPA regulations. The offeror shall generally describe the
appropriate role of public participation in each program A discussion of
goal s and techniques in the communi cation of risk assessnent information to
t he public should also be included.

B. Personnel and Qualifications:
The subject areas shall be evaluated as foll ows:

a) El S's and Environnmental Assessnents

b) New Source NPDES EI S's and Assessnents

c) El S's for other Federal Agencies

d) St udi es and/ or other environnmental and public health
reports.

For each subject area listed above the offeror shall provide the foll ow ng:
1. Li st and summarize particularly rel evant past and ongoi ng work; the
project's major issues and nmethods used to resolve these issues. Unique or

i nnovati ve approaches that have been used to solve difficult problenms should
be hi ghli ght ed.
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2. The offeror shall specify the personnel proposed to be signed to any
contract resulting fromthis solicitation, including their qualifications and
| abor classifications. The offeror's discussion of personnel shall adequately
denonstrate how ALL proposed personnel neet the m ni num educational and
techni cal experience requirements identified herein.

KEY PERSONNEL: For the purposes of this solicitation/contract, the Key
Personnel as identified at Clause H 9 includes the followi ng: PROIECT MANAGER/
Poi nt of Contact, SEN OR SCI ENTI ST AND PRQJECT DI RECTOR. Di scussion of
experi ence shall include a discussion of projects in which current key
personnel are involved, including dates of involvenment, areas of expertise,
| evel of responsibility, project conpletion dates, and firms for which work
was conpl et ed.

In the same manner, personnel of any proposed team subcontractor shall be
specified and are subject to the sane requirenents. The | abor hour distributed
(total, and by | abor classification) between prinme and proposed team
subcontractor(s) shall be clearly identified. The offeror shall denonstrate
his capability to provide appropriate staff for the estimated total hours of
effort for each period of perfornmance.

DI SCI PLI NE DESCRI PTI ONS

Pr of essi onal Level s 4:

1. Project Manager/Point of Contact
2. Senior Engineer (including, but not linited to the foll ow ng disciplines):

Envi ronment al Engi neer, Sanitary Engineer, Senior Scientist such as
Envi ronnmental Scientist, Biologist, Aquatic Biologist, Ecologist,
Geol ogi st, Geohydrol ogi st, Cceanographer, Meteorol ogist, Air Specialist,
Ar chaeol ogi st, Wetlands Scientist, Soil Scientist, Water Resources
Sci entist, Chem st

Pr of essi onal Levels 3:
1. Project Director

Engi neer such as Environmental, Chemical, Civil, & Sanitary
WAt er Resources Special i st

Bi ol ogi st/ Ecol ogi st

Land Use Pl anner

Envi ronnental Scienti st

OOk WN

Prof essional Levels 2:

Engi neer such as Environmental, Sanitary
WAt er Resource Speci al i st

Bi ol ogi st/ Ecol ogi st

Land Use Pl anner

Geol ogi st/ Soil Scienti st

Envi ronnental Sci enti st

Uk wNE
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Pr of essi onal Levels 1:

Engi neer such as Environmental, Sanitary
WAt er Resources Speci ali st

Bi ol ogi st/ Ecol ogi st

Land Use Pl anner

Geol ogi st/ Soil Scienti st

RN

Technical Level 3:

1. Editors, Technical Witers
2. Graphics

3. Technician

Techni cal Level 2:

1. Editors, Technical Witers
2. Graphics

3. Techni ci an

4. Clerica

DEFI NI TI ONS/ M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR LABOR CLASSI FI CATI ONS

Al'l proposed personnel must nmeet the mninmum qualification specified bel ow,
as applicabl e.

A. Professional Level 4:

1. Point of Contact/Project Manager

Oversees all aspects of work performed under the contract. Ensures that
Delivery Orders (Dos)/ Task Orders are assigned to appropriate project
managers and staff, and that work is conpleted in accordance with the
requi rements of the contract and the respective O ders.

M ni mum Qual i fications: Masters Degree or equivalent AND 7 years
experience in a related field OR B.S. Degree AND 9 years experience in a
related field.

2. Senior Scientist or Engineer

Pl ans, conducts and supervises projects of major significance,
necessitating advanced know edge and the ability to originate and apply
new and uni que net hods and procedures. Supplies technical advice and
counsel to other professionals. Generally operates with wi de |atitude
for unreviewed action or decisions.

M ni mum Qual i fications: Masters Degree or equivalent AND 7 years
experience in a related field OR BS Degree AND 15 year experience in a
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related field.

Prof essional Level 3 - Plans, conducts and supervi ses assignnents
normal Iy involving smaller, routine projects, or under genera

supervi sion of project manager, plans and conducts technical conponents
of larger projects. Estimates and schedul es work to nmeet conpletion
dates. Directs assistants, reviews progress and eval uates results; nakes
changes in nmethods, design or equipment where necessary. Operates with
sone | atitude for unrevi ewed action.

M ni mum Qual i fications: Masters Degree or equivalent AND 5 years
experience in a related field OR BS. Degree AND 9 years experience in a
related field.

Prof essional Level 2 - Plans and conducts small, routine projects where
m ni mal evaluation is required, or under supervision of a project
manager or senior personnel, carries out assignnents associated with

| arger, conplex projects. Translates technical guidance received from
supervisor into usable data applicable to the particul ar assignment;
coordi nates the activities of juniors or technicians. Wrk assignnents
are varied and require sone originality and ingenuity.

M ni mum Qual i fications: B.S. Degree or equival ent AND 3 years experience
inarelated field.

Prof essional Level 1 - Lowest or entering classification. Wrks under
cl ose supervision of senior personnel or project nanager. Gathers and
correl ates basic data and performs routine anal yses. Wrks on | ess
conplicated assignments where little evaluation is required.

M nimal Qualifications: B.S. Degree or equivalent AND O years
experi ence.

(B) Technician

Level 3 - Performs non-routine and conpl ex assignnents. Wborks under
t he general supervision of a scientist or engineer. Perforns
experiments or tests which may require non-standard procedures and
conpl ex instrumentation. Records, conmputes and anal yzes test data;
prepares test reports. May supervise | ower |evel technicians.

M ni mum Qual i fications: 4 years of experience

Level 2 - Performs assignments that are normally standardized.
Operates testing or processing equi pnent of noderate conplexity. My
construct conponents or subassenblies of prototype nodels. My

t roubl eshoot mal functioning equi prent and make sinple repairs.
Extracts and processes test data.

M ni mum Qual i fications: 2 years of experience

Level 1 - Perfornms sinple and routine tasks or tests under close

Page 10 of 19



PR- R4- 98-10471/ 0001

supervi sion. Records test data and nay prepare sinple charts or
graphs. Perforns routine maintenance and may install or set up test
equi prent .

M ni mum Qual i fications: 0-2 years experience

C. Managemnent
1. Accessibility of Oferor

The offeror shall address how proposed Personnel / Proj ect
Teams will be nade accessible to the Region 4 Ofice for performance
of assigned Task Orders. Effective comunication and coordination in
t he performance of Task Orders should al so be addressed.

KEY PERSONNEL: For the purposes of this solicitation/contract,
the Key Personnel as identified at Clause H. 9 includes the follow ng:
PROQIECT MANAGER/ PO NT OF CONTACT, SENI OR SCl ENTI ST AND PROJECT
DI RECTOR. Availability of Key personnel shall include discussion of
current projects, levels of involvenent and responsibility, expected
project conpletion dates and projected conflicts which nmay arise with
wor k assi gned under this contract.

In the event that the offeror proposes personnel located in
di fferent geographical |ocations (including individual professionals,
Team Subcontractors, or Regional/Corporate offices), the offeror
shal | discuss the availability of the proposed personnel for the
performance of assigned tasks as ordered under the contract.
Additionally, the offeror shall discuss coordination / availability of
t hese personnel for planning/status neetings. The offeror shal
address costs associated with the nmeans proposed and cost contro
nmeasures that may be used, were applicable.

2. Project Managenent:

The offeror shall discuss the various aspects of project
managenment, to include at a m nimum procedures for effective
staf fing, managi ng, tracking, coordination, and scheduling.
Additionally, the offeror shall describe his facsimle/computer
hardware and software systens and conpatibility with EPA Region IV s
PC/ LAN system (Word Perfect 6.1).

3. Contract Managenent:

The offeror shall describe internal procedures (including
prime contractor and any proposed sub-contractor arrangenents) for
the overall managenent of the contractor, and personnel availability
for the concurrent preparation of multi-programEl S's or NEPA-rel ated
st udi es. The offeror also shall address quality assurance
requi rements and procedures for environnental neasurenents.
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D. PAST PERFORMANCE

The offeror shall submit the information requested under the “Past
Performance Information” Cl ause contained in this section. It is
i nperative that offerors send Client Authorization Letters
(Attachnment F) to each reference listed, as required.

(b) COST OR PRI CI NG PROPCSAL | NSTRUCTI ONS:

Your cost or price proposal shall be specific, conplete in every
detail, and separate from your technical proposal

This contract will provide for One Base Year Period and Four, one
(1) Year Option Periods. Offerors nust propose on the Base Year and
ALL option periods. The cost/price evaluation for award will be based
upon the maxi numtotal contract price.

The offeror shall submit a cover letter indicating that the proposa
isits official offer to the Government. The letter nust be signed by
an official authorized to bind the offeror. The proposal shall be
considered to be firmfor a period of not |ess than 120 cal endar days
for the date of the offer unless otherwi se specified in Block 12 on
Page 2 of the solicitation.

(1) Direct Labor

(a) For each | abor category specified in Attachment B, offerors
shal | propose a LOADED FI XED HOURLY RATE for each contract period
identified. The proposed fixed rate should be cal culated utilizing
the format provided as Attachnent C, FIXED LABOR RATE COSTI NG
BREAKDOMN. NOTE: A SEPARATE TABLE MUST BE COVPLETED FOR THE BASE AND
EACH OPTI ON YEAR. | N ADDI TI ON, A SUMVARY TABLE FOR ALL PERI ODS SHOULD
BE PROVI DED | NDI CATI NG THE TOTAL PROPOSED AMOUNT FOR LABOR

(b) For evaluation purposes, multiply the offeror’s Loaded Fi xed
Hourly Rate times the estinmated Maxi mum Nunber of Labor Hours provided
in Attachment B (ESTI MATED HOURS FOR PROPOSAL PURPOSES). A separate
schedul e shall be provided for each contract period.

(c) Indicate whether current rates or escalated rates are used. If
escal ation is applied fromone contract period to another, state the
degree (Percent) and net hodol ogy used.

(d) Whenever subcontractor effort is included in the proposed
costs, the prime contractor shall include an additional supporting
cost sunmary consolidating all costs (both contractor and
subcontractor) by el ement for each contract period.

(e) ldentify all proposed team subcontractors. ldentify the
di scipline for which team subcontractor support will be utilized, the
specific “P" level and the specific nunmber of hours proposed for
eval uation purposes. |If the proposal reflects a division of specified
hours between the prinme and proposed team subcontractor, the TOTAL
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nunber of hours (between the Prime and Team Subcontractor must equa
the total nunmber of hours provided in Attachment B for proposa
pur poses.

(2) OTHER DI RECT COSTS ( ODCs)

O her Direct Cost (ODCs) include all other contract costs, other
than Direct Labor, that is necessary for performance of contract
requi rements. Such costs typically include, but are not limted to the
fol |l owi ng:

1. Subcontracting (other than team subcontractor)
2. Supplies and Materials
3. Travel and Subsistence

ODCs wi Il be reinmbursable by EPA on a cost basis only.
For proposal purposes, the estimated ODCs for this contract are
provi ded bel ow. Include the estimted ODC for each year in your
proposal . If in accordance with established accounting practices, your
firmnormally applies Indirect Costs (G&A Expense) to ODCs, this
expense MJST al so be included in the offeror’s proposal for evaluation
pur poses.

The offeror shall include the foll owi ng amobunts for ODCs,
plus any applicable Indirect charges which shall be expressed as both
a percentage rate and as an extended total dollar anount. The doll ar
amount is the product of the percentage rate tinmes the sum of the
Government ODC estimate.

PERI OD. ESTI MATED ODCs Indirect CEILING Rate/ $ Total ODCs
BASE PERI OD: $8, 450. 00 WS $
OPTI ON PERI OD | : $8, 704. 00
OPTION PERI OD | 1: $8, 965. 00
OPTION PERIOD 111 $9, 334. 00

| V: $9, 511. 00

OPTI ON PERI CD

In accordance with the Clause entitled, |INDIRECT COSTS, included in
Section G of the solicitation, offerors shall propose both a “billing”
and “ceiling” indirect rate. For proposal purposes, the offeror’s
proposed “ceiling” rate shall be used as it represents the maxi num
potential costs to the government.

I f your rates have been recently approved, include copy of the
agreement, and specify the rate approving official. If the agreenent
does not cover the projected performance period of the proposed
effort, provide the rationale and estinmated rate cal cul ations for the
proposed perfornmance peri od.

Submit supporting docunentation for rates which have not been
approved or audited.

Provi de actual pool expenses, base dollars or hours (as
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applicable for the past two years).

(4) TOTAL PROPOSED AMOUNT:

The offeror shall include a separate sumary table indicating the
TOTAL PROPOSED CONTRACT AMOUNT. The table shall include all DI RECT
LABOR, | NDI RECT COST AND OTHER DI RECT COSTS FOR ALL PERI ODS FOR THE
PRI ME AND EACH PROPOSED TEAM SUBCONTRACTOR

(5) GOher:

Submit current financial statenents, including Bal ance Sheet,

St atement of Incone (Loss), and Cash Flow for the last two conpleted
fiscal years. Specify resources available to performthe contract

wi t hout assistance from any outside source. |If sufficient resources
are not available, indicate in your proposal the anmount required and
the antici pated source (i.e.,bank loans, letter or lines of credit,
etc.).

I f other divisions, subsidiaries, a parent or affiliated conpanies
will performwork or furnish materials under this proposed contract,

pl ease provi de the nane and | ocation of such affiliate and your

i nterconpany pricing policy. Separately identify costs and supporting
data for each such entity proposed.

When the cost of a subcontract is substantial, (25 percent of the
esti mated contract value or $10,000, whichever is |less), include
detail s of subcontractor's costs in the same format as the prine
Contractor's costs. Include a cost or price analysis of the
subcontract costs in accordance with FAR 15.806-1(a)(2).

The offeror shall certify that it will conmply with the Federal Trave
Regul ati ons concerning all travel and subsistence under this contract,
and shall provide a copy of its corporate travel policies.

3.Clause M 2" ADDI Tl ONAL AWARD | NFORMATI ON' is hereby nodified to
correct the referenced FAR Cl ause as foll ows: DELETE and REPLACE with
the foll owi ng text:

As stated in FAR 52.215-1 - | NSTUCTI ONS TO OFFERORS- COVPETI Tl VE
ACQUI SI TI ON ALTERNATE | (OCT 1997) included in Section L of this
solicitation, the Government may award a contract on the basis of
initial offers received wi thout discussions. Therefore, each initia

of fer should contain the offeror’s best terms froma cost or price and
techni cal standpoint.

4. Clause M4 "EVALUATI ON FACTORS FOR AWARD ( EPAAR 1552.215-71) (SEP
1996)" has been nodified to incorporate paragraph (a) as foll ows:

(a) The Government will make award to the responsible offeror(s) whose
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of fer conforns to the solicitation and is nobst advantageous to the
Government, cost or price and other factors considered. For this
solicitation, all evaluation factors other than cost or price when
conbined are significantly nore inportant than cost or price.

(b) Technical Evaluation Criteria: (TOTAL 100 PO NTS)

A.  UNDERSTANDI NG OF KEY CONCEPTS (30 Poi nts)

1. Understandi ng of NEPA and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (10
Poi nt s)

2. Understandi ng M ning, urbanization & comrercial devel opnent on
sensitive resources (10 Points)

3. Denonstrated Experience with and Understandi ng of Public

Participation (10 Points)

B. PERSONNEL AND QUALI FI CATI ON (30 PO NTS)

1. 201 EIS s and Assessments (8 Points)

2. New Source NPDES EIS's and Assessnment (8 Points)

3. EISs for other Federal Agencies (7 Points)

4. O her environnental and public health reports.
(7 Points)

C. Managenment (30 Points)

1. Accessibility of Oferor (10 Points)

2. Project Managenment (10 Points)

3. Contract Managenent (10 Points)

D. Past Performance: (10 Points)

Each offeror will be eval uated on performance under existing or prior
contracts/subcontracts for services simlar in scope, nagnitude, and
conplexity to this requiremnent.

If an offeror is a newfirm and therefore does not have past
performance relating to this solicitation, that offeror will be given
a neutral score in accordance with EPAAR 1515. 608.

If an offeror chooses not to supply the past performance information
requested in Section L, and the Governnent becones aware that the
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offeror, in fact, has relevant past performance information, the
of feror’s proposal may be considered ineligible for award.

O ferors are cautioned that in conducting the evaluation of past
Performance and the associated risk of contract performance, the
government may use data provided by the offeror in its proposal and
dat a obtai ned from other sources.

Award may be made frominitial offers w thout discussions. However, if
di scussions are held, the offeror will be given the opportunity to
address unfavorable reports of past performance, if the offeror has
not had a previous opportunity to review the rating.

The subfactors for the Past Performance eval uation are as foll ows:
Al of the subfactors are equal in inmportance. (2.5 each)

(1) Quality of product or service. Conpliance with contract
requi rements--accuracy of report exhibited and technical or service
excel | ence.

(2) Timeliness of performance. Contractor usually nmet interim

nm | estone and/or was considered reliable and responsive to technica
direction. Contractor conpleted assigned work on tine, including
wr ap-up and contract adm nistration

(3) Cost Control. Contractor was w thin budget--presented current
accurate and conplete billings. The rel ationship of negotiated cost to
actual cost was accurate; the contractor exhibited cost efficiencies.

(4) Customer Satisfaction. Satisfaction of end users with the
of feror’s services.

5. The attachnent entitled "TECHNI CAL QUESTI ONS/ ANSWERS" has been
added. The text is as follows:

The foll owi ng Technical Question/Answers were presented by offerors in
witing in accordance with Clause L.10 Technical Questions and at the
Pre- Proposal Conference held on March 5, 1999 in Atlanta, GA

NOTI CE TO OFFERCRS: AN OFFI Cl AL TRANSCRI PT OF THE PRE-
PROPOSAL CONFERENCE |'S AVAI LABLE TO ALL OFFERORS UPON
REQUEST. ALL | SSUES DI SCUSSED AT THE CONFERENCE HAVE
BEEN ADDRESSED I N THI S AMENDMENT, AS REQUI RED. SEND
VWRI TTEN REQUEST TO Covi ngton. d ori a@panai | . epa. gov.

1. Pg. I-2: If we are a Defense contractor and are audited by
DFAS, are we already in conpliance with I-2(b)?

Answer : Specific audit information will be reviewed at the tinme of
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contract performance and in accordance with the requirements of C ause
I-2. Wthout specific docunentation, it is not prudent to make a
judgenent as to the sufficiency or conpliance of required data at this
juncture.

2. Pg. H7: Are resunes to be subnmitted for the three key
personnel required for this contract? O, are paragraph summaries
suf ficient?

Answer: Paragraph summaries are sufficient, but they nust include the
i nformati on requested in the referenced cl ause.

3. Pg. L-3: The definitions are slightly confusing when
ref erenced back into the requirements. Can a Sr. Engineer be a Sr
Scientist?

Answer : YES

4. Pg. L-3 to 5: Are paragraph sumraries of the qualified
personnel included in our response, sufficient?

Answer: Yes

5. Pg. L-2: Please explain the term nol ogy use of "functiona
equi val enci es" in this paragraph.

Answer: The term "FUNCTI ONAL EQUI VALENCE" refers to How superfund and
RCRA Progranms neet their NEPA conpliance obligations.

6. Pg. L-5: Please define "equival ent" when describing degree
requi rements and experience, since it is not clear that "equival ent”
nmeans the same thing as years of experience.

Answer: Post - Secondary degree progranms from other nations to not

al ways translate in American equival encies. Certain Foreign-Trained
i ndi vidual s may hol d acadeni c degrees frominstitutions that do not
enpl oy the same degree nonenclature. For Exanple, a graduate of a
Brazilian “Collegio” is not a college graduate by US Standards,
whereas a graduate from a “Universidade” is.

7. Pg. L-7: Must we provide with our response, letters of
conmitment for consultants, or is having these on file acceptable?

Answer: Consultant services are generally not required. |If it is
determ ned in perfornmance, that specialized services, such as that of
a consultant is required by the specific delivery order, it will be

negotiated at that tine. Consulting Services are sel dom required.

8. It's not clear as to what role the selected contractor would
play with regards to responses to Freedom of Information Act (FO A)
requests since it was stated (under statement of tasks) that no | ega
services woul d be perfornmed under this contract unless prior Ofice of
Regi onal Counsel approval is received. Can you elaborate nore as to
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what m ght expected under this task.

Answer: Legal services are outside the scope of the proposed
procurenment. Perspective contractors are neither required in this
procurenment to denonstrate on-staff |egal capability, nor are they
asked to submit billing rates for outside | egal services.

9. Is it anticipated that in providing raw data as described in
t he statenent of purpose would include the collection and or
devel opnent of new data, or is it assuned that "raw data" inplies
exi sting data/information.

Answer: "Raw data" can nean acquiring data in the field and/or

t aki ng/ r educi ng/ mani pul ati ng data points from dat abases such as
STORET, county, city, regional authority databases such as |ocal water
managenment districts.

10. Can the requirenments of the 3 dedicated contract
prof essional s (Key Personnel) be satisficated by the subcontractor to
the smal |l business, if the degree and years of experience requirenments
remain as they are witten in the RFP. Wuld this reflect adversely
upon the small business’ proposal response?

Answer: The proposed personnel for this effort will be eval uated
agai nst the established solicitation criteria for

conpl i ance/ conformance to the stated requirenments. Proposal of
subcontractor effort for the Key Personnel disciplines, will not
necessarily reflect adversely upon the proposal. However, it is

i mportant to note that the Prime contractor nust performat |east 51
percent of the effort. This rule will be enforced for evaluation

pur poses and nonitored closely in contract perfornance.

6. The date/tine for receipt of proposals is hereby extended from
March 26, 1999 to April 16, 1999 at 3:00 pm
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